
RRIIPPAARRIIAANN  SSPPEECCIIEESS  RREECCOOMMMMEENNDDAATTIIOONNSS  
((IInnddiiggeennoouuss  SSppeecciieess))  

 
For a viable riparian area to be developed, a no mow 
zone must be established in order to allow revegetation 
in the flood plain at a width sufficient to allow filtration 
of runoff. Zones may vary according to slope, but the 
American Forestry Association recommends a minimum 
of 50 feet. All species listed below are native to the 
Bluegrass. This is not a comprehensive list. Contact the 
LFUCG Urban Forester @ 258-3286 for more species.  

    

OVERSTORY 
 
Scientific Name  Common Name Scientific Name  Common Name 
Acer negundo   Boxelder  Liquidamber styraciflua Sweetgum   
Acer rubrum   Red Maple  Prunus serotina  Black Cherry 
Acer saccharinum  Silver Maple  Platanus occidentalis  Sycamore 
Carya cordiformis  Bitternut Hickory Quercus bicolor  Swamp White Oak 
Carya laciniosa  Shellbark Hickory Quercus macrocarpa  Bur Oak 
Celtis occidentalis  Hackberry  Quercus shumardii  Shumard Oak 
Fraxinus pennsylvanica Green Ash  Robinia pseudoacacia  Black Locust 
Fraxinus americana  White Ash  Liriodendron tulipifera Tulip Poplar 
Gynmocladus dioicus  Kentucky Coffeetree Ulmus americana  American Elm 
Juglans nigra   Black Walnut  Ulmus rubra   Red Elm 
Tilia floridana   Basswood  Quercus imbricaria  Shingle Oak 
 
INTERMEDIATE CANOPY 
 
Scientific Name  Common Name Scientific Name  Common Name 
Alnus serrulata  Common Alder Cornus obliqua  Silky Dogwood 
Asimina triloba  Pawpaw  Cornus drummondii  Roughleaved Dogwood 
Carpinus caroliniana  Hornbeam  Diospryos virginiana  Persimmon 
Cercis canadensis  Redbud  Morus rubra   Red Mulberry 
Cladrastis lutea  Yellow-Wood  Crataegus mollis   Hawthorn 
Salix nigra   Black Willow  Halesia carolina  Silverbell 
  
FILTERSTRIP SHRUBS 
 
Scientific Name  Common Name  Scientific Name  Common Name 
Amorphia fruticosa  Indigo Bush   Ilex decidua   Holly 
Aronia melanocarpa  Black Chokeberry  Itea virginica   Sweetspire 
Arundinaria gigantea  Native Cane   Lindera benzoin  Spicebush 
Campsis radicans  Trumpet-Creeper  Prunus munsoniana  Goose Plum 
Cephalanthus occidentalis Buttonbush   Prunus virginiana  Choke Cherry 
Euonymus americanus Strawberry-bush  Rosa palustris   Swamp Rose 
Euonymus atropurpurea Wahoo    Rosa setigera   Prairie Rose 
Hydrangea arborescens Hydrangea    Sambucus canadensis  Elderberry 
Hypericum prolificum  Shrubby St Johns Wort Viburnum ssp.   Viburnums 


